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HADESTOWN BEGINNINGS

▫ Original version of the musical premiered in 2006.
▫ Anaïs Mitchell (book and lyrics) turned the musical into 

a concept album in 2010
▫ The Off-Broadway production premiered at New York 

Theatre Workshop in 2016
▫ The Broadway production premiered in 2019
▫ Tony winner: Best Musical and Best Original Score
▫ Costumes originally designed by Michael Krass
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ORPHEUS AND EURYDICE MYTH
▫ Earliest account comes from Ibycus from about 530 BC
▫ Orpheus, son of Apollo and a talented musician, and Eurydice, a wood nymph, fall in love at first sight.
▫ After their wedding day, the couple was chased by Aristaeus. While escaping, Eurydice stepped on a 

snake’s nest, was bitten, and died.
▫ Orpheus decided to go to the Underworld to rescue Eurydice, and used the power of his music to let 

Hades and Persephone give Eurydice back.
▫ Hades allowed Eurydice to follow Orpheus back from the underworld on the condition that he can’t look 

back and see if she’s following behind him.
▫ Right before they reached the world of the living, Orpheus turned to look at Eurydice, which instantly sent 

her back to the Underworld
▫ Orpheus tried to rescue her a second time, but was denied by Hermes.
▫ Orpheus’s music turned sad, and a group of women killed him and threw his cut up body and lyre into the 

river
▫ The Muses found his head and gave him a burial. His soul went to the Underworld to finally be with 

Eurydice’s
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ORPHEUS AND EURYDICE IN ART
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HADES AND PERSEPHONE MYTH
▫ Persephone, the daughter of Demeter and goddess of grain and vegetation, was picking flowers in a field 

when Hades, brother of Zeus and god of the Underworld, saw her and fell in love.
▫ Zeus and Hades made a plan to get Persephone, so one day they caused the ground to split open, and 

Persephone fell down into the underworld.
▫ Hades tricked Persephone into eating pomegranate seeds, the fruit of the Underworld, which made 

Persephone crave the Underworld
▫ Demeter looked everywhere for her daughter and involved Hecate in the search. They asked Helios to 

helo, and he revealed that Persephone was kidnapped by Hades
▫ Demeter was so upset that she took a leave from her harvest and fertility duties and the earth dried up and 

created a bad harvest and loss of food
▫ To put an end to Demeter’s strike, Zeus said that Persephone would spend six months of the year in the 

Unerworld with Hades, and the other six on Olympus with her mother
▫ Whenever Persephone is in the Unerworld it is fall and winter on Earth, and whenever she is at Olympus, 

it is spring and summer of Earth
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HADES AND PERSEPHONE IN ART
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HERMES
▫ Hermes is the son of Zeus, and god of fertility. He’s also protects sheep and cattle. Also a god of dreams.
▫ Mentioned as far back as 15th century BCE
▫ He is mischevious. He is often depicted as ithyphallic
▫ No wife, but was the father of Pan and Eudoros
▫ In the Odyssey, he’s seen as  messenger to the gods and is the conductor of souls to Hades
▫ Since he was a messenger, he also was seen as a god of roads and travellers
▫ Found treasure and good luck were often thought of as his doing
▫ He is sometimes seen as Apollo's counterpart
▫ He’s said to have invented the kithara and pan pipes, and some say he invented music itself. Also 

invented fire, the alphabet, and dice. He’s also associated with the lyre
▫ His sacred number is 4
▫ Often shown as a bearded man with a long tunic, a cap, and winged shoes. Often seen with a staff
▫ However, in 5th century BCE, he’s thought of as a nude young athlete with no beard
▫ Was once told to have stolen Poseidon’s trident and Aphrodite’s girdle!
▫
▫
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HERMES IN ART
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FATES AND MUSES
▫ The fates are three weaving goddesses named Clotho (the spinner), Lachesis (the alloter), and Atropos (the 

unturning/inflexible) who assign destinies to people when they are born
▫ Sometimes portrayed as the daughters of Nyx, sometimes as the daughters of Zeus
▫ Clotho spins the thread of life and represents the present, Lachesis measures the length and represents the 

future, and Atropos cuts the thread and represents the past
▫ In visual arts they’re seen as beautiful but in literature they’re described as ugly
▫ Their symbols are thread, staff, spindle, scroll, shears, and Book of Fate
▫ Once tricked by Apollo

▫ There are 9 muses: Clio, Euterpe, Thalia, Melpomeni, Terpsichore, Erato, Polymnia, Ourania, and Calliope
▫ Usually very beautiful and symbols of inspiration and creation. Dedicated to the Arts
▫ Daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne. Taught by Apollo
▫ Clio is the muse of history and guitar, Euterpe of several instruments and dialect, Thalia of comedy, 

Melpomene if tragedy, Terpsichore of dance, Erato of love and love poems, Polymnia of hymns and mimic 
art, Ourania of celestial objects and stars. Calliope was the superior Muse
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FATES IN ART
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MUSES IN ART
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TALE AS OLD AS TIME

We see these myths in these movies, TV shows, and plays

▫ Eurydice by Sarah Ruhl
▫ Black Orpheus
▫ Moulin Rouge
▫ Persephone
▫ Hercules 
▫ Percy Jackson & The Olympians: The Lightning Theif
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COMMON THEMES AND SYMBOLS

▫ Retold stories. Mythology. Knowing the ending.
▫ The power of arts and music
▫ The weather and seasons
▫ The exploitation of workers
▫ railroad/trains, flowers/carnation, old/sad song, 

cold/winter, alcohol, wall, rocks/stones
▫ Why does Orpheus turn and look at Eurydice?
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HADESTOWN BROADWAY
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HADESTOWN BROADWAY
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HADESTOWN ALBUM ARTWORK
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UNDERWORLD
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ANCIENT GREECE
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NEW ORLEANS
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JAZZ, BLUES, AND AMERICANA
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JAZZ FUNERAL
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EARLY 1900s IN AMERICA
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JAZZ FASHION 1920s and 1930s
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JAZZ FASHION 1920s and 1930s
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ANCIENT GREEK FASHION AND MODERN SPINS
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SASHIKO AND PATCHWORK

28



MOOD BOARD
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SECOND MOOD BOARD
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TEXTURES
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CHARACTER 

STYLE SHEETS



HERMES
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ORPHEUS
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EURYDICE
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PERSEPHONE
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HADES
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THE FATES

38



CHORUS -LIVING WORLD
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CHORUS -UNDERWORLD
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RENDERINGS 

&

 FLATS







EURYDICE
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CHORUS LAYOUT
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Living World
Underworld 
uniform for 
whole chorus



PAPERWORK






